
Kelly Hashway’s Frequently Asked Questions 
 

I know you’re a Rick Riordan fan but, which other author(s) 
inspire you? 
Becca Fitzpatrick is another favorite of mine. I loved her Hush, Hush 
series. The dynamic between Patch and Nora was amazing and well 
supported by a great plot. I also really enjoyed Black Ice, which is her 
new thriller. Her writing just draws me in and doesn’t let go. 
 
Kelly, you have written quite a few books. How do you manage 
your timelines for writing each novel?  
I admit that I get a little crazy when it comes to drafting a new book. 
That book just sort of takes over my life until it’s written. I frequently 
get ideas for other books while I’m drafting, but I quickly jot those 
down and get back to the novel I’m currently working on. I’ve learned 
my characters don’t share me very well. ;) 
 
Do you set certain goals for your word count each day and do 
you always meet those goals? 
I don’t have a standard word count set per day. What I do is look at 
what I need to accomplish that day. Sometimes I have to help out at 
my daughter’s school, so I might only have two hours to write that 
day. I can usually get about 2K written in an hour, so I’ll take the 
number of hours I have and multiply it by two. I usually meet my 
goals because I’m kind of hard on my self, but there are times when 
unforeseen circumstances make me have to adjust my goals a bit.  
 
When do you know a book is finished, polished and ready to 
submit? Or even, how? 
Basically when all I’m doing in a revision is moving words around, it 
means I’ve reached my limit. At that point I need to pass it on to my 
agent and get her feedback. 
 
How you decide which bookstores to approach for readings and 
your pitches? 
Unfortunately, I only have one bookstore in my area, so I definitely 
start there. After that I like to team up with other authors and do joint 
signings both where I live and where they live. 
 
Are there any tricks you use to make yourself want to write 
during times when you absolutely do not feel like it? 
I actually haven’t found a time when I didn’t want to write. I feel guilty 
if I don’t write every day, or at least revise. I look at writing as a 
career and take it very seriously, but at the same time it’s part of who 



I am. It feels weird for me to take a day off because I feel like I’m 
missing something I love. 
 
How do you keep your two writing "personas", if you will, 
separate?  
I don’t always. Into the Fire has both of my names on the cover 
because it was a book that really blended both Kelly Hashway and 
Ashelyn Drake. Of course I have other books that are purely romance 
or purely paranormal. I tend to just run with the ideas that come to 
me. I do have separate social media accounts for each persona 
though. 
 
Are there times Ashelyn intrudes on your writing as Kelly? 
When writing the second book in the Birth of the Phoenix series I got 
really stuck in a particular place because I knew where Kelly would 
take the plot and I knew where Ashelyn would take the plot, and those 
two didn’t mesh. That was tough. So yes, my two personas do butt 
heads on occasion. 
 
How did you create such an engaging blog with so many 
followers, and how long did it take? 
I love my blog and my followers. When I started it, I was interested in 
meeting other writers and readers like me. I’ve made a lot of great 
connections over the years. I also like to be very open on my blog. I 
embarrass myself sometimes because I’m just me, no censoring. I’m 
okay with that though because I want my readers to know the real 
me. I’d never pretend to be anyone I’m not. 
 
I REALLY want to know how you write those 8,000 word days: 
is the family sequestered for the day? are you on a floating 
island somewhere? 
I’m held hostage by a bunch of characters who won’t shut up or stop 
pestering me to write their story. Seriously. My characters are 
demanding, and they talk so fast I can barely keep up. That’s really 
the only way I can explain it. 
 
If you could write anywhere, where you would you pick? The 
beach? A cabin in the mountains? 
While I love the beach and mountain views, I wouldn’t want to write 
there because I’d be distracted. Give me my boring old house any day 
of the week. I can stay focused there and just write. 
 



You get an incredible amount of writing done. After you fast 
draft or get your first draft in print, how much editing do you 
have to do?  
It really depends on the book. Sometimes I read a draft and think it’s 
really not far off at all. Other times I cringe and roll my eyes at myself.  
 
Has the editing process gotten easier over time?  
I love editing. Call me weird, but I do. I think the English teacher in 
me just gets giddy at the thought of reworking something and making 
it really shine. That’s not to say that edits are easy. They can be 
tough, but I remind myself how it will all be worth it when I’m finished.  
 
Does your husband read your books? 
Only my picture books. He’s not a reader at all, so if it’s more than a 
few pages, he’s not reading it. 
 
Which five books have moved/inspired you the most? 
This list changes every once in a while when I read a great new book, 
but here’s what it looks like right now: 
Percy Jackson and the Titan’s Curse by Rick Riordan 
Crescendo by Becca Fitzpatrick 
Hex Hall by Rachel Hawkins 
Delirium by Lauren Oliver 
Divergent by Veronica Roth 
 
What is an embarrassing moment from your life? Did it help 
you writing? If so how? 
Oh wow, I have many. Let’s see. On more than one occasion I’ve used 
the men’s room by accident, and of course I’ve been caught. I actually 
did use that for a short story that I sold, so I definitely think it helped 
my writing. Also, I can convey embarrassment on the page with no 
problem now. ;) 


